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Era is the third studio album by American singer Bruno Mars. It was released on May 14, 2011, by Elektra Records. Following the well-received performance of the single "Just the Way You Are" during the 2009 MTV Video Music Awards, Mars began recording the
album after gaining a contract with Elektra. Mars began working with producers such as Pharrell Williams, The Neptunes, and Noah "40" Shebib, as well as playing bass on the first track, "The Lazy Song". He collaborated with rapper and record producer TI as well as
Little Dragon on the track "It Will Rain", which was released as the second official single from the album. Musically, the album draws on funk music, and is more heavily influenced by the 1970s and 1980s. After his performance of "Just the Way You Are" at the 2009
MTV Video Music Awards, Mars was approached by Elektra Records, who offered him a recording contract with the label. The two parties had been discussing the opportunity for the singer-songwriter to record an album at the label, and "Straight Up", a song written
by Mars and Pharrell Williams, was chosen as the single. The song received positive reviews from contemporary music critics, and was nominated for Best Pop Duo/Group Performance at the 50th Annual Grammy Awards. From there, he began recording the album.
"Just the Way You Are" was released as the lead single from the album, and it topped the charts in different countries. The album was critically acclaimed and became his first number-one album in the United States, and as of September 2011, it has sold over 1.7
million copies in the country, as well as over 1.2 million in the United Kingdom. Bruno Mars has long wanted to record with pop artist Pharrell Williams, who helped compose the single "Grenade" and produced the song "Runaway", and the two hit it off well. "The
combination of their styles really brought a new sound to the album," Mars says. "All I needed was someone to write some really catchy melodies and make a funky beat 6d1f23a050
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